
 

Leamington Primary History Organiser Year 6 – World War 2 

 

What I should 

already know 

What I will learn Important words to help me.  (vocabulary) Skills and 

Research 

● That there have 

been two major 

wars in the 20th 

century 

● Other important 

events in the early 

20th century such 

as The Titanic 

sinking. 

  
How, why and when WW2 began/ ended: 
You will research and explore how the world war began, 
how it followed on from WW1; who the influential 
figures were; the role of the axis and the allies and how 
it all came to an end. 
 
What life was like for an evacuee: 
You will step into character and discover the journey 
children took; the changes they had to adapt to; how 
host families treated the children and what it was like to 
spend time in an air raid shelter. 
 
What happened during the Blitz? 
You will explore the air raid sirens, shelters and the 
emotions of people who experienced the bombings. 
 
How and why did Nicholas Winton save 669 children? 
You will interview Nicholas Winton following a fact-
finding session, exploring the actions he took to save 
children from the dangers posed by the Nazis. You will 
explore the measures he took to avoid being found out 
and how the children he saved were rehomed, along 
with how those children now feel and why the final train 
did not reach its destination. 
 
Who was Anne Frank and what happened to Jewish 
people during WW2? 
Millions of Germans were imprisoned and killed because 
they didn’t fit the image of the ‘perfect’ German. Anne 
Frank’s family were forced into hiding to avoid being 
taken to concentration camps. Her diary is legendary as 
it tells the true story of Jews at that time. 

Allies The major Allied Powers were Britain, France, Russia, China and the United 
States. 

Axis The major Axis Powers were Germany, Italy and Japan. 

Air-raid An attack by armed airplanes on a surface target 

Anderson 
Shelter 

A small prefabricated air-raid shelter of World War II consisting of an arch of 
corrugated metal and designed to be partly buried in people's gardens and 
covered with earth for protection. 

BC and AD BC means Before Christ; AD means ‘Anno Domini’ in Latin meaning in the year of 
the lord. 

Blackout Blackout regulations required that all windows and doors be covered at night 
with suitable material to prevent the escape of any glimmer of light that might 
aid enemy aircraft. 

Centuries A period of 100 years 

Chronology the arrangement of events or dates in the order they occurred. 

Concentration 
Camp 

a place where large numbers of people were detained or confined under armed 
guard. These camps were created by the Nazis. 

Decades A period of ten years 

Duration The length of time something takes place for 

Evacuation Evacuation means leaving a place. During WW2, many children living in big 
cities and towns were moved temporarily from their homes to places 
considered safer, usually out in the countryside. 

Host family The families who received evacuees were called 'host' families 

Nations A group of people inhabiting a particular place 

Prime Minister the head of an elected government – overseeing choices in that country 

Peace a state or period in which there is no war or a war has ended. 

Refugees someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, 
war or violence 

War a state of armed conflict between different countries or different groups 

Nazis member of the National Socialist German Workers' Party, which controlled 
Germany from 1933 to 1945 under Adolf Hitler and advocated totalitarian 
government and anti-Semitism  

Persecution the act of harassing or oppressing a person or a group of people, especially 
because of their beliefs or religion 

Military relating to or characteristic of soldiers or armed forces. 

Sequence a particular order in which related things follow each other. 

Power  the possession of control or command over people e.g. authority  

 

Research: Find out 

how and why the 

war began. 

Use a variety of 

sources to 

discover who 

Nicholas Winton 

is. 

 

Interesting Facts 

The first German 

serviceman killed in 

the war was killed 

by the Japanese. 

Around 64 million 

people died in 

World War 2. 

France had more 

tanks, guns and 

men than Germany 

in 1940. 

Britain had the least 

rationing in Europe. 

 

 


