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Old and New Toys - How have toys changed over the years? 

What I should 

already know 

What I will learn Important words to help me.  (vocabulary) Skills and Historical 

Enquiry  

* Share what they know 

about toys they had 

when they were 

younger in comparison 

to the toys they play 

with now.    

What are the main differences between old 

and new toys?  

Old toys were typically hand made. They were 

often made from wood, metal, plain fabrics and 

natural materials. Now there are a wide variety of 

toys made from many different materials such as 

plastic, metal, wood, bright fabrics etc. Most toys 

are now made in factory and are typically made 

from plastic. A lot of toys are electronic or are 

powered by batteries.  

How have toys changed over time?  

Many toys from the Victorian era are still very 

popular today. However, they are typically made 

from different materials. For example toys cars 

were once made from metal and could be wound 

up using a key. Now toy cars are usually made 

from plastic and are often electronic.  

How do dates help me to order toys in 

chronological order? 

Many popular toys were first made many years 

ago; dates help us to place them in chronological 

order.   

 

Long time 

ago 

Far in the past: not at all recently, It happened a long time ago. 

Decades A period of 10 years.  

Now At the present time or moment. 

Then Then means at a particular time in the past. 

Timeline A graphical representation of a period of time, on which important 

events are marked. 

X years ago You use ago when you are referring to past time. 

Invention  Something, typically a process or device that has been invented. 

Similar  Having a resemblance in appearance, character, or quantity, without 

being identical. 

Different  Not the same as another or each other; unlike in nature, form, or 

quality. 

Victorian  A person who lived during the Victorian period. 

Century A period of one hundred years.  

Ancient  Belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence. 

Modern Relating to the present or recent times as opposed to the remote 

past. 

Past Gone by in time and no longer existing. 

Present  Existing or occurring now. 

 

Sequence events that have 

occurred in their lifetime. 

Investigate how toys have 

changed over the years.  

Use common words and 

phrases relating to the 

passing of time.  

Share how you have found 

out about toys from the 

Victorian era.    

Describe some simple 

similarities and differences 

between artefacts.   

Recognising the difference 

between past and present in 

their own lives and the lives 

of others.   

 

Interesting Facts 

 Many toys from the 

Victorian era are still 

very popular today.  

Many toys today are 

very similar to toys 

from the past but are 

now made from a wide 

variety of materials and 

in large factories.  

The oldest known doll 

is 4000 years old.  

The five most famous 

toys in the world are; 

Lego, Barbie, Cabbage 

Patch Dolls, Rubiks 

Cube and Hot Wheels.  



 

 


